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Dear Country-men, 


TIF Am very ſenſible how hard a task it is to ſhew 
|| Men any thing they have no mind to ſee; I am 

no Stranger to this Unhappy Humor of the 
People: However, our Common Safery, in the Well- 
fare of the Nation, will not permit me at this time 
to be ſilent, but rather obligeth me by all rhe cyes 
of Humanity, as well as Self-Preſervation, to give 
you warning of the Danget we are'in ; Which makes 
me cry out aloud to you, to let you know, That 
we are now upon the brink of a Precipice, into 
which, if we go on, we muſt fall down headlong, 
and be irrecoverably loſt. For this muſt be our 
Common Fate, if like Fools, or Mad-men, we de- 


' liver up the Government into the Hands of the 


Dutch, who certainly were orice, and for ought we 
know are ſtill, our greateſt Enemies. Therefore let 
us pauſe a while, and conſider well, what can have 


” wrought this Sudden and Wonderous Change in 


l 


\ 
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them, or us. Let us recollect what they have ever 
done to deferve our Friendſhip, and make us for- 
get ſo eaſily the many Notorious Injuries they have 
{o long Loaded our Nation with. Let us ask our 
ſelves, What convincing Proofs they have given us 
ſince of their true Repentance, before we zaſhly. 
'make our Lives and Fortunes over to them, with- 
out Power of Revocation? The better then to deter 
us from falling into this Abyſs of Miſery, Let us but 
look down, and the Horror of it will certainly 
fright us from leaping in. Let us but Examine 
what ſort of Men we are going to make our Ma- 
ſters, and we ſhall never find in our Hearts to ſer 
our Hands to the .Indencures of our Slavery. Ak 
your ſelves, Gentlemen, Whether the dreyning the 
Tower of all its Arms and Ammunition in it, and the 
exporting our Men and Money into Holland, be not 
ro diſarm the Nation, and to expoſe us Naked to 
the Mercy of our Enemies? In the Name of old 
England, What do you think they mean by bringing 
hicher by Sholes, every Tyde, ſo many Thouſands 
of Men, Women and Children, to eat the Bread out 
of the Mouths of our poor Country.men, by under- 
working them ? Does it not look as if they were 
wiſely providing themſelves with a Country, in caſe 
ey ſhon!d ſhorrly be ruryd out of their own? And 
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then perhaps it will be no improper Queſtion to 
ask, Whether they witl be pleaſed co ſend us to 
their Eaſt or Weſt-India Plantations? Which, to- pre- 
vent, let us rouze up our Souls; and once more 
remember we are Engliſh-men. Since they. have 
ſo ſoon forgot under whoſe Shade they grew, and 
how low a Condition they were in, when ſtyling 


chemſelves, The Poor Diſtreſſed STATES; they im- 


plored our Help, under the Reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, by whoſe roo kind Aſſiſtance they made them- 
ſelves a Frce-State; and ſoon afterwards increaſed 
their Trade and Wealth to that degree, that in the 
Reign of King 7ames the Firſt, they not only Un- 
gratefully endeavoured to: rob us of our Fiſhing 
Trade, by. taking away from our Fiſhermen their 
Boats and Nets, but ſeized. alſo of ſeveral of our 
Engliſh Plantations abroad : Witneſs their Invaſion 
of the Iſland of Lamtere, and Polaroon, both which 
the Engliſh were in quiet Poſſeſſion of. To theſe 
we may add, The railing and demolithing our Forts; 
The binding our Engliſh-men to Stakes with Ropes 
about their Necks, and flouriſhing their. Naſfed 
Swords over them, as if they would preſently have 


diſparch'd them ; then taking them fo amazed and.  -- 


bound, and tumbling them down the Rocks; their 
ſeizing by force the Engliſh Companies Goods; their 
Arbitrary Fining , Impriſoning and Whiping, our 
People at a Poſt, in the open Market place, and af- 
ter waſhing them with Salt and Water. Theſe, and 
a Thouſand more Barbarittes, with all the exquifite 


Torments that Malice, the Dutch or Devils, could: 


Invent, were uſed by them to our Poor, Innocent 
Country-men. Witnefs the Bloody buſineſs of Am- 


bojna, which crys yer aloud for Vengeance to. you ;; 


one. would think that theſe diſmal Examples of their 
Cruelries, and our Miferies, were enough to fright us 


from ever having to do with them any more, of at. 
left from ever living under their Deſpotick and Ty- 


ranical Government. However I cannot omit ac- 
quainting you here how'the Hollanders ſfurprited the 
Fort of Tyovan, and took the Iſland of Fermoſa from 
the Engliſh, by the greateſt Act of Treachery and 
Inhumanity that ever was committed by Men. 
Monlteur Taverner , 2 Profeftant Anthor, tells ne, 
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That the General of Batavia having often dif- 
covered, by ſome Indians whom he had Imploy'd 
for that purpoſe, that the Engliſh kept a weak 
and flender Guard in the Garifon, going fre- 
quently a Hunting into the Country, which aboun- 


ded with Game, they Equipt Two Smps and” 


Freighted them with all things Necetlary for their 
Deſign ; the Veſſels being thus Equipt and well 


'Man'd, they went.;out to Sea, where having Satled 


about for ſome time to diſguiſe the Matter, they 
rent their Sails and tore their Rigging on purpoſe, 
ſaffering themſelves to be driven ( as it were by tie 
Weather - within-Cannon Shot of "Tyovan, and 
then hung out a Signal, by which the Engliſh Inha- 
bitants there might underitand they were in Diſtreſs, 
and ftood in need of Help: Upon which the Go- 
verngr ſent away ſome finall Boats to diſcover who 
they were, and what Condition they were in. The 
Dutch Captains told them, they were Hollanders, 
who having ſuffered greatly at Sea, by foul Wea- 
ther, humbly begged leave ro come a Shoar to re- 
freſh themſelves, and refit their Veſſels. The Go- 
vernor not only gave them leave to come into the 
Harbor, and to bring on Shoar what they pleaſed 
with them, but alfo invited theſe pretended Mer- 
chants and their Pilots ro Dinner ; the Garifon per- 
formed the like Civility to the Sea-men, who were 
all choſen Men for that purpoſe, and were Armed 
with Daggers which they carried under their Coats. 
The Merchants took occaſion at Dinner to tell the 
Governor, that they were well ſtored with Spaniſh, 
French, and Rheniſh-wine, and therefore begged 
leave to preſent him with ſome of it. The Go- 
vernor accepting their Kindneſs, the Merchants ſent 
their Servants immediately for ſome Bottles ; the 
Sea-men following their Example, ran to their Ships, 
and ſeemed to vye with one another who ſhould 


fetch ſooneſt ſome of their Stores to entertain the 
- Engliſh Souldiers, which they freely beftowed upon 


all that would drink ; fo that as the Wine grew upon 
them, the number of the Dutch Souldiers alfo in- 
Ereaſed ; who, as ſoon as they found themſelves 


ſtrong enough to effect their Bloody,Defign, gave a 
Signal to their Companions , and ſurprizing the 
Sonldiers of the - Garifon, Barbarouſly cur the 
Throats of all che Engliſh there, after they had 
been ſo- Kindly Received and io Charitably Enter- | 
tained by them 1n their pretended Diſtreſs : By this 
Execrable Barberity and UnparallePd..Treachery, 


the Hollanders Conquer'd, or rather Rob'd us of - 


this Pleaſant Ifland of FORMOQSA. 

| Timeo Batavos & dons farentes. 
Having given you a pregnant Inſtance of the Hol- 
landers great Juſtice and Kindneſs ro our Nation in 
particular, I ſhall conciude this Diſcourſe, with a - - 
{mall Patrern of their great Zeal for. Chriſtian Relj. * 
g1an in general; the whole Story is too long for this - 
ſhort Diſcourſe, and therefore ] thall refer you for 


-the Particular ro Monſienr Tavernrer, and Leonard 


Campen, a Dutch-man, where you may be Informed - 
more at large, by how Hellith a Plat they raiſed the 
bloodieſt Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, in the 
Iflzs of Fapan, that ever was heard of in any Age; 
there having periſhed in it above One hundret 
thouſand Men, to the utter Ruin and Deſtruction 
of Chriſtian Religion in thoſe Parts ;-from which 
all Chriſtians have. ever fince. been Baniſhed, and 
forbid to Trade, upon pain. of Death : Notwith- 
ſtanding Which, the Dutch have- ſtill continued 
there, under the Character by which they were 
pleaſed to diſtinguiſh themſelves, wiz. That they 
were HOLLANDERS, and w CHRIS. 
TIANS: Having thus Diſcreetly laid aſide: ( for 
a time) the Badg of their Redemption as Obnoxious. - 
to their Intereſt, in that Place, the betrer to pre- -- 
vent all kind of Jealoufie and Suſpicion of it in the 
Natives of that Countrey : They gave ftrict Or- 
ders, That none of the Captains, or Merchants, of 
their Ships , ſhould import any Merchandiſe, or 
bring any Money thither , that bore on it any 
Mark or Stamp of the Croſs; and thar, above all 
things, they ſhould take great Care not to com- 
mit any act of Religion that might give them any 
Juſt Occaſion to Suſpect them to be Chriſtians. 
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Gentlemen, I have here given you a True Copy of the Hollanders Zeal for Chriftian Religion 

as alſo of their Fuſtice and Kindaeſs to our Engliſh Nation ; in which, if I have done them any 
Wrong, 1 ſhall endeavour to make them Amends in my next Paper, where I ſhall give you the 
beſt Account I can of their Intreagues at Bantam, in the late Revolution of that Government. 
In the mean tine, if any one is diſſatisfied in what I have here ſaid, I muſt refer him to Mon- 
fieur Tavernier, in his Relation of the Tſles of Japan, and the cauſe of the Perſecution of the 
Chriſtians in thoſe Parts, as alſo to Leonard Campen, a Dutch Author ; and laſtly, to a Book 


Tntituled, A True Relation of the Unjuſt, Cruel, and Barbarous Proceedings againſt the 


EOS at Amboyna in the FEajt Tudies, by the Netherlandiſh Governour and Council 
there. 


